
2022 Demographic Census: Results for the Metropolitan Region 

Density of Population 

 

The Brazilian Institute of 
Geography and Statistics (IBGE) 
released on Wednesday, 28th, the 
first results of the 2022 
Demographic Census. Updating the 
census every decade is of utmost 
importance to demonstrate trends 
and changes in the population 
profile that may require different or 
additional efforts from public 
managers to minimize or resolve 
the issues faced by Brazilian 
municipalities, effectively guiding 
the formulation of public policies. 

The results of the census can, for 
example, determine how much of 
the public spending will be 
necessary to meet the demand for 
health, road infrastructure, public 
services, etc., depending on the 
configuration that the population of 
a country has been taking. 

Recent data reveals that the Brazilian population has grown by 6.5% since the 2010 Census. The 
population of São Paulo state has grown slightly more than the Brazilian population between 
2010 and 2022, by 7.7%. Meanwhile, the population of the Metro Piracicaba (MP) experienced 
even higher growth than both the state and the country - 10%. Among the larger municipalities, 
Piracicaba saw the most significant population growth - 16%, more than double the population 
growth of São Paulo state. 

The population expansion of the region is partly due to the high attractiveness for investments 
that the Metro Piracicaba (MP) has shown in recent years, which may have favored the 
migration of workforce from other locations. Another reason for this growth is the fact that the 
MP is located near the São Paulo Metropolitan Area (RMSP), which has been experiencing 
diseconomies of agglomeration for decades - heavy traffic, high cost per square meter, high 
pollution levels, increased cost of living, and so on. As a consequence, economic activity is 
being pushed towards the interior of São Paulo, especially to areas closer to the capital with 
available road and urban infrastructure. 

The municipalities with the greatest challenges regarding the number of people per square 
kilometer in our region are Águas de São Pedro (695.0 inhabitants/km²), Limeira (502.4 
inhabitants/km²), Rio Claro (404.5 inhabitants/km²), and Piracicaba (307.2 inhabitants/km²). In 
the state of São Paulo as a whole, the population density did not exceed 179 inhabitants/km². 

In municipalities with high population concentration, despite higher revenue from municipal 
taxes such as property tax (IPTU), there are greater impacts on housing costs, increased pressure 



on essential services (water, sewage, telecommunications, and energy), and public services 
(education and health), as well as a worsening of urban mobility conditions. 

 

This attractive force of cities, accompanied by increased housing demand, generates another 
problem, which is the growth of Subnormal Clusters (AGSNs). These clusters take the form of 
slums, invasions, shantytowns, low-lying areas, communities, shacks, stilt houses, or villages, 
depending on the region, but all are related to informal and precarious settlements. 

In search of better job opportunities, people move between cities and seek housing spaces that 
are not always regular, adequate, and/or affordable, leading to the expansion of AGSNs in 
medium and large cities. Typically, these settlements lack essential services, leading to a rise in 
the improper disposal of solid waste and increasing pressure on social assistance services. 

It is worth highlighting the demographic impacts on water availability. Most municipalities in 
the Metro Piracicaba (MP) are settled within the watershed of the Piracicaba, Capivari, and 
Jundiaí rivers, known as PCJ, which already faces challenges regarding water sustainability and 
water quality in distribution. A concerning fact relates to the decreasing water availability, 
which has been systematically occurring since 2010. This is due, among other reasons, to the 
increase in population density in the region, which has grown more than in the rest of the state; 
the growth of Subnormal Clusters (AGSNs), which, by their nature, generally lack sanitation 
services; the absence of wastewater treatment in some municipalities, which, combined with the 
growth of AGSNs, worsens the water quality in the watersheds; and water losses in distribution 
- reaching up to 60% in some municipalities - leading to reduced water regularity over time. 

Challenges in the development of public policies. 

High population density poses challenges to local management, such as investments in public 
and essential services infrastructure and ensuring access to these services, increasing spaces for 
the construction of new housing, especially affordable housing, solid waste management, fiscal 
revenue collection in smaller municipalities, and the expansion of Subnormal Clusters 
(AGSNs). 



It is true that urban densification can be a sign of sustainable urbanism as it optimizes the use of 
existing infrastructure. However, in the absence of control mechanisms, significant labor 
migration stimulates the real estate market to expand the city towards more peripheral regions, 
causing impacts on traffic, urban sprawl into rural areas, increased investments in expanding 
urban infrastructure, and higher cost per square meter in peripheral areas, etc. Therefore, a 
Municipal Master Plan that freezes the growth of the core as a fundamental axis is essential for 
the sustainable expansion of municipalities. 

The universalization of sanitation services is a major challenge for public management, 
especially in Subnormal Clusters (AGSNs), which, by their nature, suffer from a lack of general 
public services. In these areas, implementing infrastructure is more costly because the 
settlements are often located in irregular spaces and on unsuitable land for occupation. 

In the context of regional metropolitan management, the challenges lie in accepting the 
redistribution of productive investments, the allocation of investments in public infrastructure, 
and overcoming municipalism and political divergences. 

The development of regional public policies, according to the state reconfiguration proposal 
established in 2021, should promote the improvement of the quality of life for the population 
within the grouping, organize the sustainable growth of medium-sized cities, and enhance the 
potentials of small towns, thereby preventing residents from migrating to municipalities that 
traditionally offer better job and income opportunities. 

Therefore, considering the local culture, promoting small businesses in smaller municipalities 
with lower economic attractiveness and dynamism could reduce the influx of people to more 
developed centers in the region, retaining individuals in their places of origin. This, in turn, 
would alleviate the pressure on public services, traffic, housing, and consequently, the formation 
or expansion of Subnormal Clusters. 


